






Why we need you help …
The Horse Trust continues to fight alongside other welfare
organisations for the proper prosecution of the people responsible
for causing pain and suffering to horses. At present horse dealers are
not regulated and The Horse Trust is working hard to change this to
prevent atrocities like Spindles Farm from ever happening again.
So far in 2010 The Trust has given sanctuary to 7 abandoned and
neglected horses. With your support our work to prevent pain
and suffering is made possible. To make a donation please call
01494 489870.

What a difference it makes …
...to people like Melanie Andrews who lost her beloved horse to colic
and kindly donated to The Horse Trust in his memory. Melanie said,
“I was very lucky owning such a lovely horse for so long. He had a
wonderful life but he often suffered bouts of colic. Fortunately he
always recovered and lived to the grand age of 40. I thought his long
life should be remembered in some way and a donation to The Horse
Trust, who are researching into colic, seemed an appropriate way of
helping other horses and saying thank you to a dear, special friend.”

Ways to help …
A reliable income is something The Horse Trust relies upon.
Standing orders are so important for our work with horses and
ponies. They are the nearest thing to a dependable future income
that we have and they enable us to plan for the years ahead with
precision and cost-effectiveness.

If there is any chance you could join the many Horse Trust supporters
who give to us on a monthly standing order, it would be a wonderful
boost for us. Please contact the office on 01494 488464 or download
a standing order form from the website www.horsetrust.org.uk.

With your support our work to prevent
pain and suffering is made possible.
To make a donation please call

01494 489870



Who will ever forget the horror story of the horses rescued by the
RSPCA from their unbelievable living hell at Spindles Farm in
Buckinghamshire? The 4th and 5th January 2008 will stay in the
minds of those of us working at The Horse Trust forever as it was
on these dark, cold and wet days that we gave sanctuary to 14 of
the sickest horses, ponies and donkeys which had been rescued
from the utterly appalling conditions on the Gray’s family farm.
Unable to travel far, these animals, which could literally be
described as the “walking dead”, then spent the next three
months in restricted quarantine at the sanctuary, as they were
suffering from numerous health problems, until they were strong
and well enough to be able to graze in our fields.

The Horse Trust has spent an estimated £200,000 caring for these
animals but is overjoyed that they are all thriving and enjoying life
to the full.

Today, The Horse Trust is delighted that after a lengthy court case
in 2009 and a further appeal in 2010 The Gray family’s original
verdicts and sentences have been upheld and the horses, ponies
and donkeys have at last been signed over to The Horse Trust
giving them a secure future for the rest of their lives. Thankfully
James Gray will never be allowed to keep horses again and he has
been given 6 months in prison which is the maximum sentence
permitted by current legislation.

The last 2½ years have been very
stressful for staff at the sanctuary
as we were worried about what
would happen to the horses
we've been looking after if the
conviction was overturned.

This sentence sends a clear
message that this wanton
disregard for animal welfare will not be tolerated.
A great result for the RSPCA, the horses, all the charities
involved and the public whose support we could not have
managed without. By banning Gray and his family from owning
horses, thousands of horses will be protected from potential
abuse. This result also sends out a powerful message to people
who put profit before animal welfare.

The relief for our staff, volunteers and supporters at The Horse
Trust is immense and we have been touched by the generosity
of people. This has been a long and emotional journey for both
the horses, ponies and donkeys and everyone involved here
at the charity but at last we can be satisfied that justice has
been done.

SANCTUARY

Disney



Being open to the public every day
between 2 and 4 pm is an opportunity
for us to demonstrate responsible horse
ownership and the cost, care and
commitment of owning a horse.
It also is a great excuse to show off
our wonderful horses, ponies and
donkeys who equally love meeting our
visitors. Demonstrations held during
school holidays and busy times are
extremely popular and our visitors are
often happy to queue up to take part
in our “hands-on” grooming
demonstration sessions.

Samantha Story-Smith enjoyed her recent
visit so much she felt compelled to send us
this e:mail.

“I just wanted to drop you a quick mail
to say that we visited today and had a
super time. We introduced our 8 month
old son, Tristan, to horses and he loved
them, in particular Dillon and the
donkeys. Our daughter, Jessica, really
enjoyed grooming the horses and didn’t
want to leave, I have fallen for Dillon
too (such a sad story but so wonderful
that he is doing so well) and had a
lovely chat with a lady who was doing a
super job in the car park and was so
friendly!

It’s fantastic that there is a place like
this for the horses. We will definitely
return again…probably this weekend!”

To find out more about “what’s on at
The Horse Trust” please visit our website
www.horsetrust.org.uk or become a
friend on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/HorseTrust
where people can get an insight into the
day-to-day running of the sanctuary, meet
other horse lovers and get advice on horse
feed and feed management.

A BIG thank you
Thank you to our supporters who donate
rugs, tack and general horsey items for our
own use and our rug sales. These
donations convert into much needed
funds and the rugs also keep our horses
cosy and dry in the winter.

On Parade
The Horse Trust has introduced horse
parades during weekends and school
holidays. The sanctuary is open to
the public 2 – 4pm every day of the
week. To find out more please ring
01494 488464.

“What a Wonderful Place to Visit”

“Hands on grooming” for Jessica Samantha and Tristan, being introduced to Dillon Tristan meeting Briar



ACTIVITY PACK

Hello my name is Chestnut and I would like to welcome
you to my activity book for you to pull out and have fun.
I hope you enjoy all the different activities which will
teach you lots about horses.

There are pictures to colour in as well as fun quizzes
and puzzles.

Once you have finished all the activities you will be able
to impress your family and friends with how much you
know about horses!

Did you Know
Colours of the horse and markings on the face

Bay is the most common colour of a horse and we have 33 bay horses out of
106 at The Horse Trust. This colour horse has a brown body and its mane,
tail and legs are black. To be absolutely sure a horse is bay check that the
part of the leg from the knee down is the only bit that is black.

A truly black horse is very rare and has a black body, mane and tail. Dombey,
our Greater Manchester police horse, is nearly completely black although he is
going grey from old age and during the summer months his coat lightens and
can sometimes look dark brown.

Briar is one of our 2 hinnies and her colour is brown as her body, mane and tail
are dark brown. Briar came to us when the children’s zoo at Battersea in
London closed down in 2004. A hinny is a combination of a male horse and a
female donkey.

A Cremello horse can range from pale cream to white and they have blue eyes
and pale skin so they can suffer from sunburn. At the moment there are no
Cremello coloured horses at The Horse Trust.

Chestnut is my colour and that’s why I’m called Chestnut. My body and legs
are golden or ginger and my mane and tail is the same colour. My chestnut
friends at The Horse Trust are Vienna, Owain, Bucc, Basil Brush, Red,
Quincey, Amber, Charlie, Blue, Hero, Jasper and Fred. I have two Liver
Chestnut friends called Cisco and Redburn.

Chester, a recently rescued pony, is a colour called Dun. Chester has a golden
body with black mane and tail. Sometimes dun horses also have black legs with
a black line running down their back. Billy, who has lived at The Horse Trust
since 2004 is also a dun colour.

A grey horse is almost white through to very dark grey. Grey horses may be
born darker and lighten as they get older and a dappled grey has a mixture of
light and dark grey hairs. Rosie, our grey shire horse is also our biggest and
stands at an impressive 17.2 hh. Sherwin, our beautiful police horse from
Merseyside Mounted Police is called a flea-bitten grey as he has little flecks
of colour throughout his grey coat.

3 horses at The Horse
Trust are Palomino.
Reveille, Barley and
Bella as they all have
golden bodies with white
manes and tails.

Walt and Ben are 2 of our rescued horse from Spindles Farm and their colour
is called Piebald as they have black and white patches all over their bodies.

The colour called Roan is a mixture of white hairs through the coat combined
with another colour. Redwood, who retired from the Horse Rangers in 2007
is what is called a strawberry roan as he is a mixture of chestnut and white
hairs, Snodgrass is bay roan and Disney, from Spindles Farm, is a blue roan.

George, the 9.3 hh pony that everyone loves at The Horse Trust, has brown
and white patches and is called a Skewbald.

A broad white marking down the face extending over the nose is called a
blaze. Our famous horse Sefton, who retired to the sanctuary after he had
been badly injured in the Hyde Park bombing in 1982, had a wide blaze.

A horse with a snip has a white marking between the nostrils. Some horses
may have a snip and a star like Duke who came to us from Spindles Farm.

A star is a horse with a white marking on the forehead and we have called one
of our Spindle Farm rescued horses Star because of this marking.

Saracen, a retired horse from the army has a Stripe which is a narrow white
marking down the face.

Colouring & Painting • Crossword • Wordsearch

PULL OUT AND KEEP

Pick your favourite colour and colour me in
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Across
2. What’s the name of the grey pony born in 1979?

5. What colour is very rare?

6. What do you call a broad white marking down a horse’s face? 

7. What colour is George?

10. Which colour horse has blue eyes?

Down
1. Which children’s zoo did George retire from?

3. What did Sean pull?

4. Which colour has a white mane and tail?

5. What is George’s full name?

8. What is the most common colour of a horse? 

9. Sean spent his working life as a ................. pony?

If you get stuck just read Chestnut’s front page 
and about Chestnut’s friends opposite
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See if you can find some of the horse colours and
markings in the Word Search below

BAY
BLACK
BLAZE
BROWN
CHESTNUT
CREMELLO
DUN
GREY
PALOMINO
PIEBALD
ROAN
SKEWBALD
SNIP
STAR
STRIPE
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SEAN

Sean is a grey gelding who measures 12 hh
and is 31 years old.  Sean worked with the
Waverley Driving Group for many years
until he retired to The Trust in 2001.

He enjoyed his working life as a driving
pony and during this time he made many
disabled horse lovers very happy when
they were given rides in his little cart.

Sean suffers from a condition called laminitis which means we 
have to be careful how much he eats as too much food can make 
his feet feel very sore. 

Everyone loves Sean and members of the Driving Group still come
and visit him even though he has lived with us for 9 years.  

GEORGE

George is a bit smaller than
Sean and he measures
9.2hh but is bit older by
just 1 year.  In 2004
Battersea Children’s Zoo
closed down and George,
whose full name is Boy
George, came to live with
us at The Horse Trust.   

George is a very kind and
gentle pony and always looks forward to visiting time and
stands at the gate in the fields to be brought in for his lunch.  

George can always be heard when he is in his stable as he kicks his
door very loudly!

Chestnut wants to introduce you to his friends Sean and George who live with him at 
The Horse Trust. Look out for 2 more of Chestnut’s special friends in the next newsletter 
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Join the dots and colour me in
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Without you we couldn’t do it,
but with you we can!

The Horse Trust has its own unique page on Just Giving – the
easiest way to fundraise and donate on line. Please follow this
link www.justgiving.co.uk/horsetrust to set up your Horse Trust
charity page and the event in which you are participating.

We can also provide sponsorship forms, collection boxes
and buckets to raise funds for The Horse Trust – every little
helps. Please contact Head Office on 01494 488464

Lifetime Gifts

• Help us save more horses, ponies and donkeys from neglect
and abuse by leaving a legacy to The Horse Trust in your will.

• A gift in your will helps us to continue to fund our work to
prevent disease, illness and suffering in horses, ponies and
donkeys.

• A lifetime gift enables us to give sanctuary to many more
elderly horses, ponies and donkeys in need of retirement and
respite care.

• Bequeathing a residual or pecuniary legacy to The Horse
Trust ensures we can continue our fight for happier, healthier
horses everywhere.

To find out more about leaving a gift in your will to
The Horse Trust please call 01494 488464.




